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Magic helps teach local
students important lessons
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in classroom settings, both as
a student and a teacher. It’s
important that every person
in our cooperative, from
lineworkers and administrative
staff to the CEO and board
members, is educated and
trained to best serve our
members. After all, education is one of
the seven cooperative principles that
guide our business model.
Sometimes, though, I wish there was a
funny magician that was leading some of
those classes. I think my retention level
would be much higher.
That’s exactly what over 940 local
elementary school students got to
experience in March when magician
Chris Dixon presented his Making
Accidents Disappear program at
“Clockwise from left” Children at the Upstate
Family Resource Center in Boiling Springs enjoy
meeting Sparky, but Jonesville EMS’s Savannah Hill
is shocked to see she has “broken” the magician’s
wand. Blacksburg Elementary’s Teri Davis and
Maycee Austin help Dixon turn STOP, LOOK, and
THINK into SAFETY.

Jonesville Elementary/Middle School,
Blackskburg Elementary, New Prospect
Elementary and The Upstate Family
Resource Center. The show, which
has been sponsored by Broad River
Electric since 2013, teaches students the
importance of being cautious around
electrical appliances and outlets in their
home and staying away from utility
equipment outside.
Some of the students get to
participate in the tricks, and everyone
gets to meet Sparky, the amazing, talking
electrical outlet drawn on dry-erase
board. There’s even a few jokes just for
the teachers in the room.
Dixon’s magic and humor help to
hold the attention of those 7 to 10 yearolds throughout the show. Then, those
life-saving lessons are more likely to stay
with them and keep them safe when
they go home.
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Your cooperative is committed to
the provision of safe, reliable, and
reasonably-priced electricity and
other energy related services while
improving the communities we serve.
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Community Shred Day
Win a $500 gift card

Broad River Electric member services representative Beth Childers is shown
taking a box of documents from one of over 150 local residents who brought a
total of 10,000 lbs. of paper to our Gaffney office during Community Shred Day
on April 6. Residents also brought over 106 pounds of outdated and unneeded
prescription drugs, which were safely disposed of by the Cherokee County
Sheriff’s Department.

Co-op selling towels, raffling YETI cooler
BROAD RIVER ELECTRIC’S

Relay for Life team is selling
cooling towels and raffling a
YETI Tundra 45 cooler to raise
money for the American Cancer
Society.
The 30-inch towel and four
raffle tickets can be purchased
KEEP COOL.
for $10 at the Gaffney or
CURE CANCER.
Highway 9 offices. Items can
also be purchased separately.
The cooling towel—which reads “KEEP COOL. CURE
CANCER.”—allows surrounding air to stimulate cooling while
remaining dry to the touch.
Drawing for the YETI Tundra 45 will be held at the
Cherokee County Relay for Life on Friday, May 17 at Railroad
Street Park in Gaffney. You do not have to be present to win.

Broad River Electric closed Memorial Day
BROAD RIVER ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE offices in Gaffney
and Boiling Springs will be closed on Monday, May 29 in
observance of Memorial Day.
Both offices will resume normal hours on Tuesday, May 30.
Payments can be made through the online bill payment
system, over the phone, or using the night deposit box.
Broad River Electric line crews will be on standby in the
event of an outage.

Why help?

The electricity Broad River Electric members use is purchased
by the cooperative based on the demand for it at different points
in time. Just like going to the movies is more expensive on
Saturday night versus a Monday matinee, the price for electricity
is higher when the most people are using it. So, Broad River
Electric needs members to help by shifting times of peak use.
This helps the cooperative continue holding down overall costs.

What to do

Beat the Peak volunteers receive an alert when a peak is
predicted. They then shift the time they use electricity during
the peak period. Delaying the use of dryers and dishwashers,
adjusting the temperature a few degrees and turning off
unused lights for a few hours all help even out the demand for
electricity.

Sign up

It’s easy to sign up at EnergySmartSC.org. Participants may
select to receive email, voice or text notification to receive
peak alerts that let them know when to shift electric use. One
lucky member will be the $500 gift card winner!

Inaugural Lineman’s Rodeo

J ERR IC A BA I LE Y

JOS H P. CROT ZER

BROAD RIVER ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE members who sign
up for Beat the Peak by June 15 are eligible to win a $500
VISA gift card. By volunteering, they will join 25,000 other
S.C. electric cooperative members who are helping hold down
power costs and delaying the need for new power plants.

Broad River Electric was represented well at the first-ever S.C. Lineman’s Rodeo
in March at the Pee Dee Touchstone Energy Commerce City Park in Florence,
where electric cooperative linemen from across the state demonstrated their
trade skills. Three of Broad River Electric’s linemen competed in the Apprentice
Division, (from left) Andrew Hayes, Daniel Sams and Garen Murray. Also
participating in the event were David Upchurch as a master judge and Courtney
Everette, Jerrica Bailey, Beth Childers, and Ryan Thomas as volunteers.
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