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much about upstate South
Carolina to know how hot
and humid it gets in August.
Most of us probably feel like we know
a little too much about the oppressive
late-summer heat and swampy humidity
around here.
What you might not know is that
rising temperatures don’t necessarily
have to result in higher electricity bills.
There are simple ways to keep your
home cooler throughout the month
without touching your thermostat and
other changes you can make that will
translate to long-term cost-savings, even
if you’re relying on your air conditioning
more than usual.
Here are some things to consider:
First, keep in mind that cooling your
home is responsible for up to half of
your annual energy expense, so every
action you take to ensure your unit runs
less often or as efficiently as possible will
add up to real savings.
The recommended thermostat setting
in the summer is 78 degrees. Now, I
know for many that might sound too
high. My wife isn’t comfortable if the
setting is above 76, so that’s where we’ve
agreed to keep ours set. The important
thing is to come to an agreement with
your household members about what
will be the lowest allowable setting of
the thermostat in your home. That way,
everyone is aware how low is too low,
and when it’s best to step away from the
thermostat and power up a fan instead.
On that note, fans of all types—
especially ceiling fans—are great at
keeping you cool because they create a
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wind chill effect. But once you leave the
room, switch them off. They don’t do
much to lower the room temperature
and won’t be worth the energy spent if
you’re not around.
During the day, be sure to keep your
blinds and drapes closed to keep out
direct sunlight. And if you’re in the
market for new window dressings, keep
in mind drapes that are medium-colored
with white backing can reduce heat gains
by up to 33%.
You should also save some of
your chores for nighttime. Your air
conditioner will work much harder if
your dryer and dishwasher are running
at the hottest times of the day and
adding that extra heat to your space.
If you’re a heavy user of your air
conditioner, you can still make changes
to other aspects of your home to save
energy overall. Perhaps August is the
right time to replace your traditional
lightbulbs with light-emitting diode
bulbs (LEDs). These types of bulbs use
25 to 80% less electricity and last up to
25 times longer than traditional bulbs.
You should also make it a habit to turn
off lights and electronic devices when
they’re not in use.
If you want to know more about
saving electricity and money, your
friends at Broad River are here to help.
Contact us at (866) 687-2667.

TERRY MALLARD

President and CEO

Be prepared for
summer storms
this summer, storms can hit
our area quickly, damaging the lines and equipment that
bring power to your home. We know you’d like to see your
electrical service returned just as quickly, so Broad River
Electric Cooperative lineworkers are always ready to respond
to outages, no matter the weather.
Each morning, Broad River Electric crews make sure their
trucks are equipped with the tools and materials necessary to
restore outages. Every vehicle has a computer linked to our
outage management system, so crews know exactly where
service has been lost as soon as it’s reported.
Throughout the year, we clear limbs, trees and other
vegetation away from power lines. Broad River Electric also
has made significant upgrades to the infrastructure—lines,
transformers, substations, etc.—that delivers electricity to you.
“Preparation for damaging storms can’t just start when the
news tells us bad weather is coming,” says Cary Johnson, vice
president of operations and chief operation officer for Broad
River Electric. “We prepare all year long through our vegetation
management program, the maintenance of our system and the
commitment to safety and reliability our crews make every
day.”
While Broad River Electric lineworkers are ready to respond
to storms, we encourage our members to shelter in place. Here
a few tips on how you can be safe and prepared:
Have a plan In the event of a tornado or hurricane, shelter

New headquarters
BROAD RIVER ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE is moving!

Construction of our new headquarters at 1036 Webber Road
in Cowpens is finished and our team will be fully operational in
the new location as of Monday, Aug. 8. This new state-of-the-art
facility features three drive-thru lanes for bill payment, multiple
interaction rooms for members to meet privately with staff, as
well as energy-efficient LED lighting,
Our operations and customer service staff will be based in
offices here, while the warehouse and truck shed will support
linemen and service the BREC trucks.
“Broad River Electric Cooperative’s relocation to this new
facility in a central location signals our commitment to providing
best-in-class service to our members across Union, Cherokee
and Spartanburg counties,” says President and CEO Terry Mallard.
“We look forward to welcoming our dedicated employees and
members here for many years to come.”

JOS H P. CROT ZER

AS WE’VE ALREADY EXPERIENCED

No matter what the weather is like at the beginning of the day, Broad River
Electric linemen Tyler Gibson (left) and Glenn Hensley are equipped to respond
directly to storm-related outages.

in a pre-determined safe space such as your basement or a
centrally located room.
Have a backup Make sure your devices are fully charged
and portable power banks are ready to go. Stock a storm kit
with flashlights, a radio, water and other essentials.
Stay informed Listen to local weather updates to track
the storm and visit our Facebook page for outage and
restoration information.
Stay safe If you encounter downed lines, stay away, and
contact us. Lines may still be energized. If you encounter
standing water while driving, turn around and find a safer
route.
To report an outage, call (866) 266-7688. You can also report
an outage using your Smart Hub App or the online form at
broadriverelectric.com/outage.

School supplies giveaway
BROAD RIVER Electric

is already gearing
up to send kids
back to school this
month. To help our
members and their
families prepare,
the cooperative’s
School Supply
Project is providing
students from
across our service
area with basic school needs such as pencils, tissues, copy
paper and notebooks.
Thank you to members enrolled in Operation Round Up,
which makes these donations possible. When our members
round their bills to the next dollar, this money is used for
giving back to the local communities in our service area.
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